
Inspiring, Preparing, and Supporting the Next Generation of Talent in Manufacturing

The SME Education Foundation team remains committed to inspiring, preparing, and supporting the 
next wave of manufacturing talent. This quarterly report showcases our efforts and achievements last 
quarter, aiming to inform and hopefully inspire you to join us in our mission. Together, we can build a 
bright future for the manufacturing industry.

Student Stories

July:  
Education Drives Collaboration at SME Events in Detroit
Students, educators and attendees at RAPID + TCT, AeroDef Manufacturing and SME FUSION got a glimpse into the 
future of advanced manufacturing technologies and industry-education collaboration.  
Read the full story ➞
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https://www.smeef.org
https://www.smeef.org/student-summits/student-summit-highlights1/education-drives-collaboration-at-sme-events-in-detroit/
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August:  
3 Majors; 1 SME Scholarship
Meet Elijah Yates, a junior at the University of Northern 
Iowa who was awarded the SME Education Foundation’s 
2025 Wayne F. Frost Directors Scholarship at the SME 
International Gala earlier this year. A high school robotics 
club sparked his passion — now he’s triple-majoring, 
co-founded a student org, and is working toward a 
bright future. 

Scholarship applications open November 1, 2025.  
Read the full story ➞

September:  
SkillsUSA spotlights student innovation
The Additive Manufacturing Competition at the 61st annual SkillsUSA National Leadership & Skills Conference brought 
incredible talent to the stage.

• 100 students
• 3 middle schools, 34 high schools, 13 postsecondary programs
• 34 states represented

“It really pushed our limits in additive manufacturing and design,” says Braxton Todd, a postsecondary Silver medal 
winner, about the competition. “The challenge was quite difficult, and it was really fun to compete.” 
Read the full story ➞

https://www.smeef.org/sme-education-foundation-scholarships/scholarship-success-stories/3-majors-1-sme-scholarship/
https://www.smeef.org/student-summits/student-summit-highlights1/skillsusa-spotlights-student-innovation/
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Corporate Foundation Donors
The SME Education Foundation extends deep gratitude to the generous corporate and individual donors who make 
it possible for us to do what we do. Your support is the backbone of our mission, enabling us to offer life-changing 
opportunities to the next generation of skilled manufacturing and engineering talent. Together, we are shaping a bright 
future for the students and the manufacturing industry!

 

SME on the Move

The Transformative Impact of SME PRIME
Rob Luce, Vice President of the SME Education Foundation, was 
invited to speak at the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, 
and Medicine’s virtual meeting for the project “A Vision for the 
Manufacturing USA Program in 2030 and 2035”, held in July.

He was joined by Adrienne Cloud, CEO of SMARTech Construction, 
and an SME PRIME educator from Gainesville High School in Georgia 
to showcase the measurable success and transformative impact of 
the SME PRIME program, highlighting its evidence-based approach 
to preparing the next generation of manufacturing talent.

 

Behind the Cut, Beyond the Classroom
While touring California to promote the benefits of SME PRIME to 
local manufacturers and the Simi Valley Chamber of Commerce, 
Christian Jensen, Director of Institutional Giving at the SME 
Education Foundation, joined the team at Scientific Cutting Tools 
for their podcast, Behind the Cut. In the episode, he shares how 
programs like SME Bright Minds Student Summits, SME PRIME, and 
Foundation scholarships are sparking creativity and helping to build 
the future of the manufacturing industry.

Take a Listen ➞

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8BUtbZ2VJQ
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SME on the Move (continued)

Hands-On Learning
Over four dynamic days, educators gathered at Southwestern 
Illinois College’s Advanced Manufacturing Academy to explore 
advanced technologies, operate cutting-edge equipment, and join 
breakout sessions at the HTEC Conference hosted by the Gene Haas 
Foundation. In partnership with the SME Education Foundation, the 
Gene Haas Foundation led a customized two-day training for SME 
PRIME teachers, featuring hands-on instruction with Haas Desktop 
CNC Milling and Lathe machines. 

Driving Workforce Innovation
Dr. Shelley Wooley headed to Alabama to champion hands-on, 
industry-driven education and its power to shape tomorrow’s 
workforce at the Alabama CTE Summer Professional Development 
Conference hosted by the Alabama State Department of Education. 
Invited to present for the second year in a row, she spotlighted 
the SME PRIME program’s success in bridging the gap between 
classrooms and careers.

 

Empowering Educators
Stratasys welcomed the SME PRIME team and five dedicated 
educators for immersive training in additive manufacturing. By the 
end, all five earned their Stratasys FDM Certification EDU – Level 
1, empowering them to certify students and boost their career 
readiness. To wrap up, the group hit the ice for a fun curling session, 
trading lab time for team bonding.
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SME on the Move (continued)

Students Meet Industry
Our team joined students from several SME PRIME schools at 
Hermle’s Annual 5-Axis Summit in the Milwaukee area. As a 
Foundation partner, Hermle showcased its advanced machining 
technology while hosting more than 40 SME PRIME students. 
Attendees connected with industry professionals and explored the 
exciting career opportunities in manufacturing.

 

Building Knowledge
Over the course of the summer, the SME PRIME team traveled across the country to meet with SME PRIME schools and 
present the Body of Knowledge study — an industry-informed framework that aligns classroom learning with real-world 
workforce needs. From New York to Michigan to Alabama and beyond, the team is driving industry-driven curriculum into 
classrooms nationwide.



Plant Services
It’s just business: Manufacturing moves from SME, PhysicsX, J.B. Poindexter, and more 
Read more ➞ 

Scientific Cutting Tools 
Bringing CNC Manufacturing BACK to Schools! | SME Education Foundation | Behind the Cut Podcast 
Read more ➞ 

Engineering.com
Paw Paw High School Joins SME PRIME for Advanced Manufacturing Program 
Read more ➞ 

Orange County Business Journal
How Anaheim is Shaping the Future of Manufacturing: SME & AMT’s Manufacturing Technology Series WEST Empowers 
Manufacturers of All Sizes 
Read more ➞ 

Canadian Metal Working 
Ontario high school program boosts skilled trades pipeline 
Read more ➞ 

Manufacturing Tomorrow  
First-of-it’s-Kind Ontario High School Program Gets Top Marks for Boosting “Made in Canada” Manufacturing 
Read more ➞ 

SME Education Foundation in the News

Connect with us:

Visit smeef.org

https://www.plantservices.com/roundup/news/55301356/its-just-business-manufacturing-moves-from-sme-physicsx-jb-poindexter-and-more
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8BUtbZ2VJQ
https://www.engineering.com/paw-paw-high-school-joins-sme-prime-for-advanced-manufacturing-program/
https://www.ocbj.com/advertorials/sponsored-content/sme-amt-manufacturing-technology-series/
https://www.canadianmetalworking.com/canadianmetalworking/news/metalworking/ontario-high-school-program-boosts-skilled-trades-pipeline
https://www.manufacturingtomorrow.com/news/2025/09/22/first-of-its-kind-ontario-high-school-program-gets-top-marks-for-boosting-made-in-canada-manufacturing/26024/
https://www.youtube.com/user/pmcsmeef#p/u
https://www.facebook.com/SME.Education.Foundation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sme-education-foundation/
https://www.instagram.com/mfgeducation/
https://x.com/mfgeducation
https://www.smeef.org

