
At the SME Education Foundation, we are committed to inspiring and preparing the next wave of 
manufacturing and engineering talent. This quarterly report shows the progress we’ve made over the 
last quarter and the impact of our collective efforts. We hope it informs and inspires you to partner 
with us as we build a strong, innovative future for manufacturing.

Student Stories

October:  
SME PRIME Helps Proviso West Students Excel
At Proviso West High School, students aren’t just learning — they’re launching careers. Thanks to the SME PRIME 
program and the dedication of teacher April Senase, students are gaining real-world skills and recognition that set 
them apart. 

 
 

Fourth Quarter 2025 Highlights

1

Inspiring, Preparing, and Supporting the Next Generation of 
Talent in Manufacturing and Engineering

Local apprenticeships secured, 
connecting students directly  

to career pathways

Top prizes won at  
regional and national  

manufacturing competitions

Over 1,000  
industry-recognized 
certifications earned

Read the full story ➞

https://www.smeef.org
https://www.smeef.org/prime-schools-initiative/prime-highlights/all-prime-highlights/sme-prime-helps-proviso-west-students-excel/
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November:  
Engineer Champions the Next 
Generation
As a manufacturing engineer at Jacksonville State 
University, Natalia knows how critical it is to support 
the next generation of talent. That’s why she 
volunteered as a scholarship reviewer with the SME 
Education Foundation.

Read the full story ➞

 

December:  
Giving the Gift of Opportunity
Rollomatic is investing in the future of manufacturing — and their customers — through a unique annual tradition. 

“The scholarship with the SME Education Foundation is our holiday gift to customers,” says Joe Kane, CEO of 
Rollomatic. By supporting manufacturing students, he explains, the company isn’t just filling the talent pipeline. “It’s for 
the machine tool builders, peripherals suppliers, our customers, and the end users.” The Rollomatic Scholarship provides 
ongoing support for two students each year pursuing manufacturing or engineering degrees — creating a long-term, 
meaningful impact.

Read the full story ➞

https://www.smeef.org/sme-education-foundation-scholarships/scholarship-success-stories/engineer-champions-the-next-generation-of-talent/
https://www.smeef.org/donor-stories/rollomatic-scholarship-is-holiday-gift-to-customers/
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Corporate Foundation Donors
The SME Education Foundation extends deep gratitude to the generous donors who make it possible for us to do what we 
do. Your support is the backbone of our mission, enabling us to offer life-changing opportunities to the next generation 
of skilled manufacturing and engineering talent. Together, we are shaping a bright future for the students and the 
manufacturing industry!

 

SME on the Move

Inspiring the Next Generation 
of Manufacturers
SME Bright Minds Student Summits closed out 
2025 on a high note, welcoming nearly 500 
students and more than 100 educators from 
82 schools at MT Series WEST, MT Series 
SOUTHEAST, and MT Series SOUTHWEST. With 
125 exhibitors participating, students connected 
directly with industry professionals, gaining 
real-world insight and hands-on exposure that 
helped bridge the gap between education and 
manufacturing careers.

Fueling Futures Through 
Scholarships
Scholarship season is underway, and Senior Scholarship 
Officer Phillip Hang has been hitting the road, visiting 
colleges and universities to connect with students and 
share how SME Education Foundation scholarships can 
help fuel their futures. This year’s visits included exciting 
conversations about one of our newest opportunities, 
developed in partnership with the Mitsubishi Electric 
America Foundation, which is designed to support 
neurodiverse students pursuing manufacturing careers.
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SME on the Move (continued)

Building Connections
The SME PRIME team hit the road this fall, visiting 
one SME PRIME program after another. Between 
October and December, the team traveled to 16 
schools across the country, spending time with 
students, educators, and administrators. From 
onboarding sessions to hands-on lab tours, the 
visits offered a firsthand look at how each program 
brings advanced manufacturing education to life, 
while strengthening relationships and sharing best 
practices along the way.

Educators Explore the Impact of 
SME PRIME
In October, the SME PRIME team brought educators 
from Daniel Morgan Technology Center in South Carolina 
to Northwest Georgia College & Career Academy to 
experience firsthand the benefits and opportunities of 
an active SME PRIME program. The experience provided 
valuable insight into the positive impact SME PRIME has 
on preparing students for future careers.

 

Behind the Scenes at Niagara 
Bottling
The SME Education Foundation team visited Niagara 
Bottling’s campus in Rialto, California, where Vice 
President Rob Luce, Director of Institutional Giving 
Christian Jensen, and Institutional Giving Manager 
Sofia Anthony spent time learning about Niagara’s 
operations and impact. The visit offered a behind-
the-scenes look at the company’s highly automated 
facility, which produces more than 3 billion bottled 
beverages each year, as well as insight into Niagara’s 
charitable initiatives.
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SME on the Move (continued)

SME PRIME Partner Highlight
The SME Education Foundation team, joined by Ashley 
Shovein of Second Nature Brands, recently visited two SME 
PRIME schools in Michigan. The visit highlighted the lasting 
impact of Kar’s Nuts’ 2019 partnership, which brought 
hands-on, career-focused learning to students at Center Line 
High School. At both Center Line High School and INVEST 
Roosevelt High School, students guided the team through 
advanced lab spaces, sharing innovative projects that reflect 
the confidence, creativity, and workforce readiness fostered 
through SME PRIME.

Engaging with Educators at ACTE 
VISION
In December, the SME PRIME team joined educators at 
the ACTE CareerTech VISION conference in Nashville, 
TN, to discuss emerging trends and share successes 
in career and technical education. Through engaging 
sessions and meaningful networking opportunities, 
educators gained new insights and ideas to help prepare 
students to be confident, career-ready contributors in 
real-world environments.

Expanding Opportunities 
Through SME PRIME
One of the newest SME PRIME programs, West Islip 
High School, was recognized by the New York State 
Education Department at the school’s December 
Board meeting for their partnership with SME and 
the U.S. Navy. The SME PRIME program enables 
educators to expand innovative instruction and 
prepare students for opportunities beyond high 
school, while supporting workforce pathways that 
strengthen the U.S. Navy



School News Network - Nov. 3, 2025
Engineering classes help students explore careers, earn certifications 
Read more ➞ 

Engineering.com - Nov. 25, 2025 
Bright Minds Student Summit names winners at MT Series Southeast 
Read more ➞ 

Technical Education Post - Dec. 11, 2025
Career Pathways at Eastpointe High 
Read more ➞ 

SME Education Foundation in the News

Connect with us:

Visit smeef.org

https://www.schoolnewsnetwork.org/2025/11/03/engineering-classes-help-students-explore-careers-earn-certifications/
https://www.engineering.com/bright-minds-student-summit-names-winners-at-mt-series-southeast/
https://www.techedmagazine.com/career-pathways-at-eastpointe-high/
https://www.youtube.com/user/pmcsmeef#p/u
https://www.facebook.com/SME.Education.Foundation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sme-education-foundation/
https://www.instagram.com/mfgeducation/
https://x.com/mfgeducation
https://www.smeef.org

